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Hospital plans belt-tightening, but no layoffs
year with a substantial loss.”
Continued from Page 1
no planned layoffs,” said Barwis.
Barwis said the hospital is
“We know that we will not still processing the impact of the
be able to make up all of the recently approved biannual state
unplanned reimbursement reduc- budget for the fiscal years ending
tions through expense reductions, in 2014 and 2015.
so we are also implementing some
Tenet
Healthcare
Corp.
shared sacrifice measures includ- announced in late June plans
ing reductions in earned time to buy fellow hospital operator
off for all Bristol Hospital and Vanguard Health Systems Inc., a
Health Care Group employees.”
firm continuing to negotiate the
Barwis said the hospital will purchase of Bristol Hospital.
continue to monitor its monthly
The $1.8 billion Vanguard deal
performance
would expand
and make other
Tenet’s
reach
adjustments
into new maras
necessary
kets as millions
without comof patients start
promising the
to gain insurance
quality of the
coverage through
care it provides
the health care
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its patients.
overhaul.
“Due to dra- Bristol Hospital president
That’s a point
matic cuts to
Barwis turned to
Medicare and
in evaluating the
Medicaid reimbursement; from announcement.
April 2013 and running through
With this expansion, Tenet
to September 2013, the end of grows to a larger geographic
our Fiscal Year, Bristol Hospital’s footprint with total ownership of
(state) reimbursement will be cut 79 hospitals and 157 outpatient
by approximately $1.2 million,” facilities. If the acquisition goes
he said. “Taking these unbud- through — which is expected to
geted changes into account and be by the end of 2013 — “Tenet
the impact of other factors such as will be diversifying operations to
increases in the percentage of gov- 16 states, including Connecticut,
ernment-pay patients (Medicaid Massachusetts, Texas, California,
and Medicare), if we were to do Florida and Georgia,” he said in
nothing to mitigate these losses an e-mail to employees.
we would end the current fiscal
Meanwhile, New Britain-based
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Hospital of Central Connecticut
is staggering under blows from
the state budget cuts. The hospital, which has a high volume of
Medicare and Medicaid patients,
has lost $3 million in reimbursements.
Through attrition and voluntary retirement, the hospital now
has 100 fewer full-time employees
and the reduction is continuing.
“We’re trying not to impact the
clinical areas,” says Steven Hanks,
HOCC’s executive vice president
and chief medical officer. “Still,
we’ve had to close our nephrology
clinic and a nursing unit.”

BRISTOL POLICE BLOTTER
Bristol police report the following:
Gerald Dumas, 58, of 392
State St., North Haven, was
charged July 1with operating a
motor vehicle with a suspended
or revoked registration or license

and unsafe backing.
Kathy Varkal, 46, of 254
Stevens St., was charged July 1
with operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended or revoked registration or license.
Amie R. Lonkoski, 23, of 27

charged June 28 with third-degree
criminal trespassing and sixthdegree larceny.
Philip Sullivan, 50, of 980 South
Main St., was charged June 29
with disorderly conduct.
Austin A. Baker, 18, of 287
Rockwood Drive, was charged July
1 with attempt to commit thirddegree burglary and third-degree

The Associated Press and Staff
Writer Scott Whipple contributed to
this story.
LLuvia Mares can be reached at
(860) 584-0501, ext. 7238, or at
Lmares@bristolpress.com.

City Hall to be closed Thursday
Murray Road, was charged July
1 with second degree breach of
peace.
Manuel S. Sanders, 34, of 27
Murray Road, was charged July
1 with second degree breach of
peace.

SOUTHINGTON POLICE BLOTTER
Southington police report the
following:
Cynthia L. Ouellette, 34, of 30
November Lane, was charged June
26 with a cell phone violation.
Jeffrey Dee, 50, of 34 Vermont
Ave., was charged June 28 with
being intoxicated in a town park.
Leonard Dalke, 57, of 181
Sherbrooke St., Bristol, was

As a result, the hospital has had
to mandate voluntary and involuntary furloughs. If the workload
is light, certain nurses are sent
home and told to use vacation
time. In some departments,
40-hour employees have become
32-hour employees.
“We also had to put off various capital projects indefinitely,”
Hanks says. “We’re trying not to
impact the clinical improvement
areas. For example, our lobby was
due to be upgraded. We’ve put
that on hold.”
Hanks’ impression from legislators was concern over the level of

the reductions and for the impact
on patients. At the same time,
there was a feeling of frustration.
“I sensed that (legislators)
would have preferred not to have
gone along with what the governor proposed.” Hanks says. “But,
they had no other alternative.”
Hanks says these cuts are accelerating HOCC “to the place we
were moving to already; we were
trying to manage our way to a
lower-cost system. But we were
trying to do it in a way that
wouldn’t impact jobs and the
health of patients we serve.”
Waterbury Hospital announced
Friday that it plans to cut its staff
by 83 positions; about half will
involve leaving vacant positions
unfilled and the rest would be
through buyouts and layoffs.
Hospital President and Chief
Executive Officer Darlene
Stromstad told the RepublicanAmerican newspaper the cuts will
save the hospital about $5 million
in the next year, and are needed
because of expected decreases in
federal and state funding over the
next two years.

criminal trespassing.
Janine D. Mangassarian, 42, of
184 Deckert Drive, was charged
July 1 with conspiracy to commit
impersonation and second-degree
harassment.
Richard F. Sargent, 92, of 285
Hobart St., was charged July 1
with failure to stop on right for
emergency vehicle.

BRISTOL — City Hall will be closed Thursday in honor of
Independence Day.
There will be no curbside collections on July 4, and the Transfer
Station will also be closed. Rubbish, recycling and yard waste collection will be one day later than normal after the Independence
Day holiday. Thursday collections will be done on Friday. Friday
collections will be done on Saturday.

