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New athletic field
City’s Park Board challenges Board of Education to pay half
By STEVE COLLINS
STAFF WRITER
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BRISTOL – The city’s Park
Board is throwing down a challenge to the Board of Education.
It said it will push for a
$1.5-million multipurpose athlet-

ic field with artificial turf at the
old Memorial Boulevard School
if the schools will pay half the
money for it.
“It may not get done, but at
least it’s out there for discussion,”
said Park Director Ed Swicklas.

If the schools refuse to go along,
park commissioners said they’ll
drop the idea for now and instead
seek $1.5 million for improvements at Page Park.
The proposed new field, which
would be the city’s first synthetic

athletic field, “is either on with
them or it’s off,” said Bob Fiorito,
a park commissioner.
For either project to move
ahead, the city’s Board of Finance
has to agree to the spending. All
See PUSHING, Page 3

Area physicians question study
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Report on mammograms’ value
based on old data, doctors say
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Dr. Sai Varanasi, program director and breast surgeon at Bristol Hospital’s
Beekley Center for Breast Health and Wellness.

BRISTOL — Canadian
researchers caused an uproar
recently when they released a
study suggesting mammogram
screenings don’t reduce the number of women who die from breast
cancer.
Local physicians, however, are
questioning the study’s assumption that younger women don’t
need regular mammograms.
“It was based on data collated from the early 1980s on
poor equipment with technolo-

gists who did the mammograms
who were not very well trained,”
Dr. Jean Weigert, director of
breast imaging for the Hospital
of Central Connecticut, said of
the study.
“This data goes back 30 years
and has been published several
times, and each time the data has
been questioned by experts in the
field.”
She also said the equipment
used in mammogram screenings
has since improved drastically and
is much more advanced than what
See IF, Page 3
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Pushing for a $1.5 million multi-purpose athletic field
Continued from Page 1

of the money would come from
municipal coffers or long-term
borrowing.
Cindy Donovan, a park commissioner, said she would like to
see the proposed field’s cost split
with the schools “because I know
they’re going to use it half the
time.”
Pat Nelligan, another commissioner, said that if the parks and
schools jointly push for the funding, the project stands a much

better chance of winning approval
from decision-makers.
“The reality is that we need a
field,” said Susan Everett, a park
commissioner. “It has to be somewhere.”
City officials investigating how
to resolve the growing pressure
for more athletic fields in town
have been looking into a number of possible locations for a
synthetic field, including the
athletic field next to the former
Memorial Boulevard School, Page

Park, Rockwell Park, the former
Roberts property on Chippens
Hill, vacant land next door to
West Bristol School and both
public high schools.
Swicklas said the boulevard
spot, which is large enough to
hold two fields side by side, is the
best choice.
The city puts proposals for
large projects for the coming fiscal year on a list. A special capital
committee weeds through the list
each spring, determining which

proposals should be funded and
where the money for each should
come from.
The bulk of the funding typically comes from long-term
borrowing. The city aims to maintain a reasonably level borrowing
total from year to year, usually
about $6.5 million.
Park commissioners said that
if they wind up pushing for Page
Park renovations instead of a new
field, they would put the proposed
multi-purpose field on the long

range capital program so that it
might come up for funding in the
future.
Many nearby towns already
have synthetic fields, sometimes
more than one. Bristol officials
have been debating the idea for
years, but haven’t ever settled on
a location or agreed to put money
into the project.
Steve Collins can be reached at
(860) 584-0501, ext. 7254, or at
scollins@bristolpress.com.

If mammograms cause no harm then it’s a risk worth taking
Continued from Page 1

was used during the study.
“For some reason they have been
able to get this study published
again in the [BMJ],” Weigert said.
“This is the only study to date
that has not shown an improvement in mortality. I’ve pulled three
or four articles that have been
published over the last few years
that have showed 30 percent-plus
improvement in mortality over the
same time period.”
Dr. Sai Varanasi, director and
breast surgeon at Bristol Hospital’s
Beekley Center for Breast Health
and Wellness, said even if the

study’s findings are correct there
aren’t any negative side-effects to
starting screenings at age 40.
“I could understand if screening
these women has upped the risk
of breast cancer because of the
radiation effect of mammography,”
said Varanasi, That notion though,
she said, isn’t supported by any
evidence. And the Canadian study
didn’t suggest it either.
“If it does not cause any harm
then what’s the risk of getting
screened?” Varanasi asked. “It is
covered by insurance and it’s that
extra relief you get to know everything is fine.”

Both physicians stressed the
importance of breast cancer screening despite the study’s findings.
“The goal of screening is to find
small cancers that have not metastasized to the regional lymph nodes
or farther in the body,” Weigert said.
“If you can find a cancer that has
not metastasized the ability to treat
these cancers is far superior.”
When a woman does have
breast cancer and a lump is not
discovered through a mammogram, Weigert said, that’s when
she develops a palpable mass.
“The risk that those cancers
have already spread is much great-

er,” Weigert said.
Both doctors agreed the study
will have no impact on what they
advice patients.
“Even in this study in their conclusion they say they want the
patients to discuss this with their
physicians before they give up
on annual mammograms,” said
Varanasi. “We need to wait for
more information, trials and studies before we change our practice
patterns.”
Justin Muszynski can be reached
at (860) 584-0501, ext. 7250, or
jmuszynski@bristolpress.com.
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Dr. Jean Weigert, director of breast
imaging for the Hospital of Central
Connecticut.

Imagine Nation holds 9th annual National Engineers Day
By KASSONDRA GRANATA
STAFF WRITER

BRISTOL — At the Imagine
Nation Children’s Museum,
children were able to celebrate
National Engineer’s Week at its
ninth annual “National Engineers
Day” where they explored the
world of science and engineering with members from General
Electric (GE).
Different stations were spread
throughout the museum with GE
members focusing on different
areas of engineering. One station
that focused on civil engineering
and challenged children to build
sturdy bridges out of newspapers.
Another took a chemical engineering approach where children
created a goo with corn starch and
water called, “Oobleck”.
Jennifer Guzman traveled
from New Haven to the Imagine
Nation for their first time with her
two children, Adrian and Ariana.

thing for them to do since
they are on vacation from
school,” she said. “We saw
this on the Internet and
we thought we would come
check it out. They are having a lot of fun.”
Chris Wahrenburg, GE
employee, said the volunteers have just as much fun
as the kids.
“It’s a lot of fun,” he said.
“We get to do a lot of volunteering and community
service, but this is definitely
the one we enjoy the most.”
At another station, children were able to look at
At the “Oobleck” station, eight-year-old
the mechanical side of
Mason Gandossy, seven-year-old Adrian
Guzman and eight-year-old Ariana Guzman engineering where they
stick their hands in their creations with GE were required to make a
employee Chris Wahrenburg.
cradle strong enough to
prevent an egg from crackBoth sat at the table creating their ing when dropped from a higher
own Oobleck.
level. One popular station, accord“We were trying to find some- ing to Mike Wood, engineering

manager at GE, was the “Take
Apart” station, where eight-yearold Mason Gandossy took apart
a computer with GE employee
Sirjan Xhurxhi.
“It’s pretty amazing to see what
kids come up with,” said Wood.
“It’s really great to go in to the
community and introduce STEM
to kids at such a young age where
they can have fun and possibly
interest them to become engineers
in the future.”
Kate Bond brought her nineyear-old daughter Cheili to the
event to keep her entertained
while she was on February vacation. Cheili worked at a station
where members of GE helped
kids create a soda straw rocket
with balloons. Bond said Cheili
had a great time going from station to station.
Doreen Stickney, museum
director, said she is grateful for
the partnership the museum has

with GE.
“It’s great that we can give children the opportunity to work side
by side with engineers,” she said.
“They get to participate in hands
on activities and use their imagination.”
Kassondra Granata can be reached at
(860)584-0501 x7238 or at kgranata@centralctcommunications.com.
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