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Construction under way at hospital’s Beekley Center
By LLUVIA MARES
STAFF WRITER

BRISTOL — The steel frames
have gone up and at least half of
the new Bristol Hospital Beekley
Center for Breast Health and
Wellness has been completed as
the facility is readied for a planned
fall opening.
“We are trying to coordinate the
opening of the new center with
breast cancer awareness month
and expect to open our doors in
October,” said Dr. Sai Varanasi,
breast surgeon and medical director of the Beekley Center.
The sound of hammers echoed
throughout the building and
stacks of drywall could be seen
waiting as workers began installing the walls of the new center.
Since its unveiling in May,
the center’s frame work has been
erected and the patients’ corridor
has been completed.
“I was just looking into heated
upholstery for our patients,” said
Varanasi. “Especially during the
winter months when it’s cold and
they have to undress for exams,
this is just a little something to
keep them comfortable.”
Varanasi said the center will
have a spa-like feel and a nurse
navigation system that will help
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patients manage appointments
and other details of their treatment to reduce stress.
“We hope that this will give
our patients hope and encouragement,” said Varanasi. “The way a
center looks and feels really does
make a big difference psychologically for patients.”
The new breast center will
include a water wall, fireplace and
lighting design aimed at making
patients feel at ease.
“I am meeting with the designers today to finalize the furniture

and fixtures,” said Eva Wickwire,
assistant vice president and chief
development officer for Bristol
Hospital. “We want people to
know that they can come here get
the best care and feel safe.”
Wickwire has been working
closely with the Beekley Family
Foundation, stakeholders and
ACG North America, the contractor, to bring her vision of
relaxation and tranquility to the
new center.
The $1.8 million center will
be 6,100 square feet and offer

comprehensive breast care and
wellness programming using the
latest technology, such as threedimensional breast imaging.
“All of this was made possible
thanks to a $1 million grant from
the Beekley Family Foundation
as well as a team of stakeholders
consisting of breast cancer survivors, volunteers, and hospital
employees,” said Wickwire. In just
the first two weeks at her new
job as the center’s breast surgeon,
Varanasi has seen 10 new patients
and has performed at least three

operative procedures using existing facilities. Although, she is
seeing patients at the hospital,
Varanasi said people are constantly
asking her about the new center’s
opening.
“People are very excited about
the new center,” she said. Varanasi’s
first day of work was Aug. 5.
The center is scheduled to open
Oct. 1.
LLuvia Mares can be reached at
(860) 584-0501 ext. 7238 or at
Lmares@bristolpress.com.

Resident awarded Purple Heart after taking a wound in Afghanistan
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Afghanistan’s citizens and saw
the differing attitudes from town
to town.
“Sometimes the kids would

throw rocks at us, other times
they would give us high fives
and ask for pens so they could
go to school,” he said. “There

were nice people and bad people.
They’re just like everyone else in
the world.”
Being in the military taught
Deschaines about responsibility
and the rewards of challenging
himself.
“We trained in the heat of the
California deserts and in the cold
mountains,” he said. “It shows
you that you can’t quit. I worked
hard, but at the end of the day I
was proud of myself. The Army
gives you the opportunity to be a
bigger person. I’m really thankful
for that.”
In September, Deschaines will
return to his base in Washington
state, where he has a desk job
waiting for him. He’s not sure if
he will stay in the Army or come
back home to be a civilian. But
whatever he chooses, his service
in the Army has changed him
forever, he said.
“He’s much more intuitive

now,” said his friend, Stephanie
Field. “He was always caring
but now he’s always looking for
what people need. He’s also more
hard-working.”
Diane Church can be reached at
(860) 584-0501, ext. 7250, or at
dchurch@bristolpress.com.
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thigh. The other two members of
his team were also injured.
Now at home on a three-week
leave, Specialist E-4 Deschaines
is relaxing, catching up with
friends and restoring a 1964 Ford
Fairlane 500. His leg has healed
and he was awarded a Purple
Heart. Being a humble person,
he didn’t want to talk about his
injury very much. He preferred to
focus on the bond between him
and the other guys on his team
and other things he experienced
in Afghanistan.
“I’ve seen guys come home
missing limbs or with traumatic
brain injuries,” he said. “I was
lucky. My injury was small potatoes compared to some others.”
Deschaines liked being stationed at the airfield.
“It was like a small city,” he
said.
He also got to meet a lot of
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