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BRISTOL — Donna Frank,
of Bristol, was elated to learn
that her blood pressure was
fine after taking advantage of a
free check at Thursday’s Bristol
Hospital Health Fair.
“I came because I was curious
to see what they had to offer
and to check out what is new
at the hospital,” said Frank. “It

was lovely to see the beautiful
memory garden before walking
into the hospital.”
Visitors took advantage of
free screenings, learned about
hospital services and took home
free goods at the fair. It was the
hospital’s first health fair hosted
by Bristol Hospital and Bristol
Hospital
Multi-Specialty
Group.
See RESIDENTS, Page 5

BRISTOL — Police and the
school district plan to introduce
a new program aimed at fifth
graders to replace the old DARE
substance abuse program. The
goal is to get police officers into
the classroom more often so the
kids will feel comfortable talking
to them.
The program, called PACT 360,
is a national program developed
by the non-profit Partnership at
Drugfree.org. PACT stands for
Police and Communities Together.
It’s administered in Connecticut
through
the
Governor’s
Prevention Partnership.
Superintendent Ellen Solek
said PACT 360 ties in with the
recommendations of the citywide
school safety and security task
force, which included the identification of students who may
represent a potential threat to
others.
Having a regular police presence
on campus helps create “positive and engaging relationships

The program,
called PACT
360, is a national
program
developed by
the non-profit
Partnership at
Drugfree.org.
between adults and children,” she
said.
Police Chief Thomas Grimaldi
described it as a collaboration
between the police and the public
schools, with some of the details
still to be worked out.
It’s similar to DARE because
it puts officers in the schools,
Grimaldi said. “They’re talking to
the students, not just about drug
abuse but also tobacco, alcohol,
everything.”
“When it comes from a police
See SCHOOLS, Page 2

