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Heat but no flame

Newly elected City Council conducts first meeting
The focus of the session
was a long series of appointBRISTOL — The first City ments to municipal boards and
Council meeting of the new council committees, the most sigadministration produced some nificant of which was Mayor Ken
heat, but no flames.
Cockayne’s decision to tap city
By STEVE COLLINS
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Councilor Henri Martin as acting
mayor.
That means Martin would
automatically fill in for Cockayne
during the next two years if the
mayor could not serve. They are

both Republicans.
But the issue that divided the
council was Cockayne’s appointment of his predecessor, Democrat
Art Ward, to the powerful Board
See FIRST, Page 2
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Officials from Bristol Hospital accepted a plaque from CL&P for their participation in the Energize Connecticut program. See story on Page 2.
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Bristol Hospital recognized for energy-efficient upgrade
By JUSTIN MUSZYNSKI
STAFF WRITER

BRISTOL — Bristol Hospital
received recognition Tuesday
from CL&P for a year-long $1.75
million project that it recently
completed upgrading its infrastructure to make its facility more
energy efficient.
The updates, part of a program called called Energize
Connecticut, focused on the
building’s cooling towers and a
new heat exchanger. The system
by which its heating and cooling
is managed was also upgraded.
The hospital received $443,000
in financial incentives for participating in the program offered

through CL&P and Yankee Gas.
“It allowed us to grow and
expand and bring the building
up to code and make it more
energy-efficient,” said George
Eighmy, chief financial officer of
Bristol Hospital and Health Care
Group Inc.
It is estimated the hospital will
save more than $115,000 in annual energy costs and over 886,000
kilowatt-hours of electricity per
year. To put it into perspective,
Ron Araujo, manager of conservation and load management at
CL&P, said that it is about the
amount of electricity that 105
homes would typically consume.
“Their leadership will hopefully

spill onto the other businesses
in Bristol to do the same,” said
Araujo.
Paul Smith, director of facilities
and engineering at the hospital,
broke down some of the logistics of how the updates are more
efficient.
“The old equipment was very
outdated and had exceeded its
lifecycle,” said Smith. “It was also
very inefficient by today’s standards.”
He also said that the new
cooling towers force the cool air
downwards rather than upwards,
which flows more naturally. The
new controls to the system were
also improved.

“The fans before were either on
full-blast or they were off entirely,” said Smith.
Now, the system can sense
when the fan strength should be
operating at a different pace based
on factors such as temperature or
humidity.
The old three-way valve system
was also scrapped in favor of a
two-way method.
“With the three-way valves
they were bypassing the main
cooling system and we weren’t
getting out of it what we were
actually putting in,” said Smith.
The new system also makes
troubleshooting
easier
for
employees. If an issue does arise,

it can trace where the problem is
making it much easier to fix.
Energize Connecticut is an initiative that encourages not only
businesses, but residential households as well to explore smarter
energy choices.
Araujo said subsidies that
accompany
energy-efficient
upgrade projects will normally
cover about 40 percent of the cost
and in some cases upwards of 50
percent will be compensated.
For its efforts, Bristol Hospital
received a plaque from CL&P
and Yankee Gas.
Justin Muszynski can be reached
at (860) 584-0501, ext. 7250, or
jmuszynski@bristolpress.com.

First City Council meeting focused on appointments
Continued from Page 1

of Finance.
Democratic city Councilor
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu said she had
to speak up despite a concern that
her opposition would fuel “the
storied Ward-Zoppo feud” that
has left her party weakened since
a 2007 mayoral primary between
two politicians.
Zoppo-Sassu said the creators
of the finance board at the height
of the Great Depression were
determined that it stand as a
roadblock against politicians’ will-

ingness to spend freely.
In the eight decades since, she
said, it’s done that.
In all those years, a former
mayor has never been tapped to
serve on the panel, Zoppo-Sassu
said.
She urged Cockayne “to cast a
wider net” and find a more qualified, less political person to fill the
slot on the nine-person panel.
When Zoppo-Sassu said
she planned to abstain on the
vote, Cockayne said the charter
required her to cast a vote unless

she had a conflict of interest.
So she cast the sole vote against
picking Ward as a finance commissioner until 2016.
One of Ward’s backers,
Republican city Councilor Eric
Carlson, said Ward “behaved in
a very bipartisan fashion” while
serving as mayor the past six years
and would make a good finance
board member.
A vote to appoint former city
Councilor Derek Czenczelewski
to the finance board was unanimous.
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Despite the split, Cockayne
showed some generosity to
Zoppo-Sassu when he handed
out committee assignments, putting her in charge of the Code
Enforcement Committee and
installing her as a member of the
Salary and Building committees
as well as the Public Works Board.
The two second-term city
councilors, Martin and Carlson,
got the most coveted committee
assignments.
A full list of appointments
will be available Wednesday on

reporter Steve Collins’ blog at
bristolpress.com.
The only other issue to divide
the council came during the Joint
Board when officials were asked
to endorse a $50,000 economic
development grant for the new
DoubleTree Hotel. Though it
passed easily, three councilors
voted against it: Zoppo-Sassu,
Fortier and Martin.
Steve Collins can be reached at
(860) 584-0501, ext. 7254, or at
scollins@bristolpress.com.
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