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Specialist to head Bristol Hospital’s Geriatric program
By LLUVIA MARES

pists, nurses and doctors to come
up with a successful comprehenBRISTOL — An award- sive health care plan.”
winning
geriatric
medical
“Dr. Reyes is highly-skilled
specialist will soon take charge of in addressing the health care
Bristol Hospital’s new Geriatric needs of our senior population,”
Medicine Program.
said Dr. Leonard Banco, chief
Dr.
Margarita
medical officer of
Reyes has been hired
Bristol
Hospital
to join the Bristol
and Health Care
Hospital
MultiGroup Inc. “She
Specialty Group to
will make a valuable
run its new geriatrics
contribution to this
program, scheduled
community and is a
to open in August.
welcome addition to
The sub-specialty
the medical staff of
of internal mediBristol Hospital.”
cine and family
According
to
medicine focuses on
Reyes,
geriatrics
health care of elderly
is a relatively new
people and aims to 'U0DUJDULWD5H\HV
specialty and was
promote prevention
recognized by the
of diseases and disAmerican Board of
abilities.
Internal Medicine as a subspeReyes comes to Bristol cialty in 2006.
Hospital from Beth Israel
“The reason for this new
Deaconess Medical Center/ specialty is that the geriatric
Harvard Medical School in population is an emerging popuBoston where she recently com- lation,” she said. “In 2009, there
pleted her fellowship in geriatric were 39.6 million aged 65 and
medicine.
above in the United States.”
Reyes said her love for elderly
According to the U.S. Census
people is what initially drew her Bureau, the elderly population
to specialize in geriatrics.
will more than double between
“I was drawn to the elderly now and the year 2050, to 80
ever since I was a young girl,” million.
said Reyes. “While I was doing
Although her office is still
my internship I realized that it under construction, it will be
was a challenge to properly care located at 85 Beleden Gardens
for elderly patients. You need a Drive. For now she is seeing
whole network of people from patients at the hospital.
social workers to physical thera“What is unique about what
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I am doing is that I am a geri- so many changes in all the organs
atrician in the community, I’m and that is why it takes a specialty
not a primary-care doctor or a to distinguish what is normal and
hospitalist,” said Reyes. “I will what is not,” said Reyes.
be working with the hospital
In the medical field, geriatrias a consultant
and
I
hope
to be a leader
in the community in geriatrics
and helping construct a smoother
transition
for
elderly patients DR. MARGARITA REYES
between the hospital, nursing homes and their cians have frequently been called
own homes.”
“Complexivists” because they
Reyes said it’s difficult to care for patients who are frail,
define a cut-off for the age that high risk and have multiple and
defines the geriatric population complex diseases.
because there may be a 90-year“What makes our decisionold who health-wise could seem making process more challenging
much younger than a 50-yearold.
“Much like the pediatric population, the same medications
$%287'55(<(65H\HVLVFXU
and diagnostic tests do not autoUHQWO\WKHRQO\JHULDWULFLDQLQWKH
matically apply to the geriatric
DUHD6KHUHFHLYHGKHUPHGLFDO
population,” said Reyes. “There
GHJUHHIURPWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI
are changes that occur with age
6DQWR7RPDVLQ0DQLOD3KLOLS
as part of the normal physiolSLQHV
ogy of aging, and a geriatrician
6KHLVERDUGFHUWLILHGLQLQWHUQDO
specializes in distinguishing
PHGLFLQHDQGLVDPHPEHURI
between normal physiologies of
QXPHURXVSURIHVVLRQDORUJDQL
aging versus disease.”
]DWLRQVLQFOXGLQJWKH$PHULFDQ
Reyes said a common example
*HULDWULFV6RFLHW\WKH$PHULFDQ
is that it is often expected that
0HGLFDO'LUHFWRUV$VVRFLDWLRQ
some impairment occurs in the
DQGWKH$PHULFDQ&ROOHJHRI
kidneys with aging, but it is not
3K\VLFLDQV
automatic that all elderly have
5H\HVZDVDILQDOLVWLQWKH
kidney problems.
“It is very different and there are

is that most guidelines used by
physicians are based on research
studies or trials that exclude the
elderly, so these guidelines usually do not apply,” Reyes said.
“Geriatrics
is
a specialty, but
it is not organspecific, focusing
only on the brain,
the heart or the
lungs. It crosses
all organ systems.
A comprehensive
geriatric assessment pays special attention to
functional status, goals of care,
and quality of life.”

“Much like the pediatric population,
the same medications and diagnostic
tests do not automatically apply to the
geriatric population.”

LLuvia Mares can be reached at
(860) 584-0501 ext. 7238 or at
Lmares@bristolpress.com.
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Police to acquire technology to extract information from cell phones
By STEVE COLLINS
STAFF WRITER

BRISTOL — Police will soon
have the capacity to strip information off a cell phone quickly and
completely.
The city’s Board of Finance
recently agreed to allocate $16,000
for police to purchase a Cellebrite
forensic unit with a three-year contract for software and other updates.
The move will let police extract
data from confiscated phones, as
well as the phones of victims or
witnesses they don’t want to hand
over as evidence that might sit for
months.
“They’re able to get a lot of good
information off phones,” said city
Purchasing Agent Roger Rousseau,

including photographs, text messages and e-mails.
Police officials said getting information off cell phones has proven
problematic
in
recent years because
they have to rely on
other departments
to lend a hand
when they have a
chance.
The information off one phone
collected during a
murder investigation remained unavailable so long
that the case went to trial before
police were able to get the data,
officials said.
Greg Fradette, a finance com-

missioner, said he was “a little
concerned” about the “Big Brother”
aspect of the issue.
But he raised no objection after

Miecznikowski joked during the
meeting that Mayor Art Ward “has
been texting” and that perhaps the
police could get hold of the messages.
A key part of the
new equipment is
the forensic software
that allows police to
pull data from the
phone even when it’s
password-protected
or deleted.
Cellebrite, founded
in 1999, is a mobile
data technology firm that created a
mobile forensics unit in 2007 that
has since found widespread popularity among law enforcement, military
and intelligence officials in more

The move will let police extract data
from confiscated phones, as well as
the phones of victims or witnesses
they don’t want to hand over as
evidence that might sit for months.
learning the police have to get a
warrant to search phone data unless
its owner agrees to let them extract
the data.
Finance
Chairman
Rich

than 60 countries. It is a whollyowned subsidiary of Sun Corp.
Steve Collins can be reached at (860)
584-0501, ext. 7254, or at scollins@
bristolpress.com.
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